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3.  Use of portable electronic communications, and data devices by members of 
the Board subject to the Brown Act during public meetings of the body shall comply with 
the requirements of all applicable laws and District policies, including the requirements of 
Article I, section 3, subdivision (b) paragraph I of the California Constitution, the 
California Public Records Act (Gov't. Code §6250-6276.48), the Ralph M. Brown Act 
(Gov't. Code §§54950-54963), due process rights of interested parties in Board 
proceedings, and the following District policies and procedures. 

 
4.  Members of the Board subject to the Brown Act may not use portable 

electronic communications and data devices at public meetings of the body in any 
manner or for any purpose prohibited by law or District policy.  In particular, but without 
limitation, electronic communications and data devices may not be used at public 
meetings by Board members in any of the following ways: 

 
a.  in violation of the requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act, such  as by 

sharing communications among  a majority of the legislative body privately and separate 
from the public discussion at the meeting. 

 
b. in violation of the requirements of the California Public Records Act, 

such as by transmitting to a majority of the legislative  body information  connected with a 
matter subject to consideration at the meeting,  which information  is not available to the 
public. 

 
e.  in violation of due process rights of interested parties at adjudicatory 

hearings, such as by consideration of information not  a part of the hearing record, or by 
use of an electronic communications and data device so as to result in inattention to the 
record and/or proceedings before the body. 

 
5.  In addition to the restrictions on the use of electronic communications and 

data devices by Board members under the Ralph M. Brown Act, the California Public 
Records Act, and the due process guarantees under the U.S. and California 
Constitut ions, members of the Board subject to the Brown Act may not: 

 
a.  during a meeting of the body, receive electronic  communications 

from, or send electronic communications to, any person, (including, but not limited  to, 
members of the public, District staff, other Board members, and parties to District 
proceedings) except  as permitted in Section  6, below. 

 
b. use an electronic  communications or data device  to access  the 

internet or other file-sharing  means, except as necessary  to access electronic  agenda  
material  for that meeting that is similarly available to all members of the body. 




